Poetry Terms

Poetry – the art of expressing thought and feeling in lines or groups of lines characterized by repetitions of rhythms and sounds. Poetry has language that focuses on expression.

Figurative Language – words and expressions that are not meant exactly as they are written or said.

Literal Language – words and expressions that are meant exactly as they are written or said.

Literal Meaning – summarizing the poem in your own words.  For poems with stanza, there should be a sentence summarizing each stanza.  For poems with no stanzas, students should have one sentence for 3-4 lines of the poem in their summary.

Imagery – a mental picture created by using words and the five senses (taste, touch, hearing, smell and sight).

Simile – a figure of speech in which two things are compared to show how they are alike; the words ‘like’ or ‘as’ are used in the comparison.



Ex. Her cheeks were red like roses.

Metaphor – a figure of speech in which two things are compared not using ‘like’ or ‘as’.

Ex. She is a snake.

Personification – a figure of speech in which non-human things are given human characteristics.



Ex. The wind howled.

Mood – a state of mind or feeling.

Rhyme – repetition of the sound, usually at the end of lines, achieved by the use of syllables ending in the same vowel and consonant.



Ex. Horn and morn

Rhythm – is the beat or tempo of a poem.

Alliteration – is the usage of similar sounding first letters in a group of words.



Ex. The teeming trout twinkled below.

Onomatopoeia – refers to the repetition of a sound meant to resemble what it is describing.



Ex. Buzz, hiss, cuckoo

Assonance – occurs when the vowels in a word agree, but the consonants do not.



Ex. “Weak” and “seat”


Stanza – a part of the poem consisted of an organized group of lines, often having the same number of lines and rhythm as the other parts of the poem. 

How to Analyze A Poem

1. Read the poem through once to get the overall meaning.

2. Make sure you look at the title because it can help you understand the poem

3. Then read a second time and read each line slowly and carefully, look at the figurative language carefully for meaning

4. Look at the questions (they can give clues to help understand the poem) and then read the poem one more time.

5. Then you should be able to summarize the poem in your own words.

HOW TO ANSWER AN SIMILE/METAPHOR QUESTION

1. Re-state question in opening sentence (include genre, title, author and term)

2. Answer all parts of question

· Definition

· Write down the simile or metaphor (Cite evidence)
· Tell what two things are being compared (Explain quote)
· Tell how they are similar

· Is it effective  - is it a good comparison?

5. Summary sentence

