Grade 8 “No Limits” Short Story Assignment

You must develop a plot for story that follows the theme “There are No Limits”.  This could mean being limitless physically, mentally, or emotionally – be creative!

Your story should follow the format for stories and should include all story elements.

Before writing your story, you MUST brainstorm ideas about the story elements.  Keep in mind:

· Who will be my intended audience?

· Who will be my main character?  Minor characters?

· When and where will the story take place?

· What event / conflict will the story be about?

· How will I catch my readers’ interest at the start?

· How will I lead up to the most exciting part?

· What will be the most exciting part?

· How will I bring the story to a strong conclusion?

**Be sure to bring your setting and characters to life by using adjectives. (Word Choice)
** Grab the readers’ attention early with detailed descriptions of the setting characters
**Make your story exciting by using foreshadowing, flashback, suspense, surprise ending.

Some possible story openers:

1. A cold wind stung Arthur’s face as he relentlessly pushed his way through the knee-deep snow. Why hadn’t he taken her advice?

2. “Is this the information booklet?” she asked anxiously.

    
“Yes Marie.  Read it.  It’s the chance of a lifetime!”

3.  The poster kept drawing her eyes each time she passed it.  “So You Think You Can Dance Canada” was blazoned on the top in bold letters.  I know I can dance, she thought.  But to be judged on it?

4. John knew he shouldn’t have taken the bet.  He should be home with his X-Box, not on stage in front of an audience of people.

5. “There’s nothing to worry about!” exclaimed Nathan, to his two companions.  “There’s nothing that can go wrong.”


He would soon have reason to regret those words.

THINGS TO INCLUDE:
· a cover with an image, the title of the story, the author’s name (YOURS).
· your story, that is DOUBLE-SPACED (1-2 pages typed, or 4 pages hand written)

· your planning sheet, rough draft and editing sheet

How To Create Dialogue in Writing:
· Put quotation marks around the spoken words with punctuation inside the quotation marks

· Each time the speaker changes (someone new talks) start a new paragraph

· Try using variety in your verbs to make the dialogue more interesting

Example:


“What did we do in class today?” asked Billy.


“We were given a new assignment today,” sighed Jimmy, “we have to write our own story in class.”


“That sounds like fun!” exclaimed Billy.


“If you say so,” Jimmy responded.

Fix This!!

Does anyone want to go to the game tonight asked Father, peering over the evening paper.  I’d like to go answered Edward. I think our team will win.  According to the paper our team has a good chance of winning the series added Janice.  Let’s all go exclaimed Mother.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Synonyms for Said

Don’t just use said. Balance your dialogue verbs between said and its synonyms.
Acknowledged 
Added 
Admitted 
Advised 
Agreed 
Announced 
Answered 
Approved 
Argued 
Assumed 
Assured 
Asked 
Babbled 
Bargained 
Began 
Boasted 
Bragged 
Called 
Claimed 
Commanded 
Commented 
Complained 
Cried 
Decided 
Demanded 
Denied 
Described 
Dictated 
Emphasized 
Estimated 
Exclaimed 
Explained 
Expressed 
Feared 
Giggled 
Grinned 
Grunted 
Indicated 
Insisted 
Instructed 
Laughed 
Lectured 
Lied 
Mentioned 
Moaned 
Mumbled 
Murmured 
Nagged 
Noted 
Notified 
Objected 
Observed 
Ordered 
Pleaded 
Pointed out 
Prayed 
Predicted 
Questioned 
Reassured 
Related 
Repeated 
Replied 
Responded 
Requested 
Restated 
Revealed 
Roared 
Ruled 
Scolded 
Screamed 
Shouted 
Shrieked 
Snapped 
Sneered 
Sobbed 
Spoke 
Sputtered 
Stammered 
Stated 
Stormed 
Suggested 
Taunted 
Thought 
Told 
Urged 
Uttered 
Vowed 
Wailed 
Warned 
Whispered
STEP ONE :  PLANNING.  

                  NAME:____________________________

Include this sheet with your rough draft.
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When brainstorming, be a detailed as possible.  Keep in mind the following diagram when planning your story:







Climax






Rising








Action





Conflict/Problem




Resolution

Exposition

Exposition:
Setting

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Character 1 (physical description / personality)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Character 2 (physical description/ personality)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Character 3 (physical description/ personality

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conflict:

Main Problem - how it will be introduced 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Main Problem – how it developed

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Main Problem – Is it resolved?  If so, how?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

RISING ACTION: You need a timeline of events to organize the order of events in the story.  Make a list.  Keep in mind suspense is created here.

1. ______________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________

4. ______________________________________________________________________

5. ______________________________________________________________________

6. ______________________________________________________________________

7. ______________________________________________________________________

8. ______________________________________________________________________

9. ______________________________________________________________________

10. _____________________________________________________________________

Climax: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Falling Action / Resolution:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
STEP TWO :  WRITING 


                               TITLE OF STORY:____________________________

Using your planning sheet, write your rough draft here.  Add more paper, if required.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
STEP THREE:  EDITING

Editing a short story  

                                                                                        Author___________________

Element


        Done?



Explain

	2 or 3 main characters


	Yes           No
	

	1 main setting


	Yes           No
	

	Clear conflict


	Yes           No
	

	Conflict resolved


	Yes           No
	

	Logical series of events
	Yes           No


	

	Paragraphs used


	Yes           No
	

	Good spelling/ grammar
	Yes           No


	

	Proper format for dialogue


	Yes           No
	

	Interesting/ Appropriate title
	Yes           No


	








     Edited by:________________________

STEP FOUR:  REVISION

Go back over your newly edited paper.  Fix any mistakes outlined by your editor and make any changes you feel you need to make.

STEP FIVE:   FINAL DRAFT WRITING

Write your final draft.  You can type or write by hand, but it must be double-spaced.  Use a blue or black pen if handwriting, and black ink if typing (use size 12 font).  Your final draft must have a cover on the front, and your ROUGH WORK (this handout) attached to the back.

STEP SIX:   COVER

Design a cover that accurately depicts an important aspect or scene in your story.  Do a rough draft first.  Be sure to include:
· the title of your story and the author.  
· An image that grabs attention and is relevant to your story
· a font that suits your story and target audience
· a teaser about your story that grab’s the reader’s attention (this can go on the back of your cover page)
· full effective colour
· a clear mood

Grade 8 ELA

Short Story Listening Component

Name of listener: _____________________________

As students present their plot summaries, choose 2 stories and describe what happens in the story below. (5 marks each)
1. Author of story: ____________________________________

Title of story:  ______________________________________

Summary:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Author of story: ____________________________________

Title of story:  ______________________________________

Summary:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Turn over!
3. After listening to all of the presentations today, which story interested you the most?  Support your answer with 2 references to the story.  Also, be sure to include reasons why you found the story interesting. (5 marks)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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