Class responses for “The Nest” – RACES format
1. There is internal conflict in the short story “The Nest” by Robert Zacks.  Conflict means a struggle or fight between two opposing forces.  The conflict in this story is internal, which is a struggle inside a character.  The conflict is between Jimmy and himself.  This problem develops when Jimmy and his mother argue about going on a hike with his friend Paul.  Jimmy wants to go, but his mother thinks that he should not.  Jimmy has to decide whether he will listen to his mother, or be defiant and go on the hike anyway.  This conflict is resolved when Jimmy decides that he would go with Paul and not listen to his mother.  A quote to show this conflict is on page 5 where the author writes “It was confusing.  Jimmy shook his head in bewilderment.  Suddenly, he felt uncertain; the rebellion drained out of him.” This quote shows that Jimmy is wondering if his mother was right after all. This is the internal conflict in the short story “The Nest” by Robert Zacks.

2.
There is an interesting character in the short story “The Nest” by Robert Zacks.  Character means a person in the story.  In the story, Jimmy shows that he is defiant.  Jimmy shows that he is defiant when he does not listen to his mother, and he runs to go on the hike with Paul.  On page 4, it states “But he didn’t listen further.  Jimmy turned and blindly ran off the porch across the lawn toward the meeting place at Briggs’ Drugstore.”  This line shows how Jimmy is running away to do what he was not supposed to be doing.  Another trait that Jimmy demonstrates is that he is caring.  Jimmy shows that he is caring when he lies to Paul to protect his feelings.  On page 6, it states “Jimmy looked deep into Paul’s eyes.  His heart beat fast with friendship and loyalty.  ‘Don’t be a jerk.  Come on,’ he said cheerfully.”  This is the moment in the story when Jimmy lies to Paul.  These are character traits that describe Jimmy in the short story “The Nest” by Robert Zacks.
1.  Restate (type of connection, genre, title, author) 

2. Answer all parts (define term, explain what your connection is (5 w’s and h), and then explain what in the story you’re connecting TO** hint- it’s a CHARACTER** – how are they similar?)

3. Cite evidence (quote to support that part of the story)

4. Explain quote (how does it apply?)

5. Summary sentence (term, genre, title, author)

2. I can make a text to self connection to _Jimmy_ in the short story “The Nest” by Robert Zacks.  A text to self connection means that I can relate the text to something that has happened to me personally.  I can relate to Jimmy because I also got in an argument with my mother.  When I was 14, I was home with my mom when we got in an argument about me wanting to go to a dance.  I wanted to go because my friends were going, but my mother thought that the location of the dance was unsafe. In the end, I stayed home.  This is similar to the story because Jimmy also argued with his mother about wanting to go somewhere.  He wanted to go hiking with Paul, but his mother did not think that was a good idea.  In the end, though, Jimmy went anyway.  On page 3, the author writes “He thought she was treating him like a child.”  This shows that Jimmy was angry at the way his mother was treating him, much like I also felt.  This is my text to self connection to the character of Jimmy in the short story “The Nest” by Robert Zacks.
“Scaredy Squirrel” p. 202
1. There is a theme in the picture book “Scaredy Squirrel” by Melanie Watt.  Theme means the story’s main message or lesson.  A theme for this story is “Don’t let fear stand in the way of new experiences”.  In this story, Scaredy Squirrel is afraid of everything and likes to stay in his house where it’s safe.  When he’s forced to leap out of the tree, he discovers that he is a flying squirrel, which he enjoys.   He never would have discovered that about himself if he did not face his fear of leaving the tree.   On page 207, the author writes “All this excitement has inspired Scaredy Squirrel to make drastic changes to his life.”  This shows that Scaredy Squirrel has overcome his fear of leaving the tree.  This is the theme of the picture book “Scaredy Squirrel” by Melanie Watt.
2. There is internal conflict in the picture book “Scaredy Squirrel” by Melanie Watt.  Internal conflict is a conflict that is going on within a character.  The conflict in this story is internal between Scaredy Squirrel and himself.   The conflict develops when Scaredy Squirrel is afraid of everything.  When he is approached by a bee, he panics, loses his emergency kit, and jumps out of the tree.  This conflict is resolved when Scaredy Squirrel jumps out the tree and discovers that he is a flying squirrel, which he loves.  He is no longer afraid to leave his tree.  On page 202, it states “Scaredy Squirrel never leaves his nut tree.  He’d rather stay in his safe and familiar tree rather than risk venturing out into the unknown.”  This shows that Scaredy Squirrel never leaves his tree because he doesn’t want to leave his comfort zone.  This is the internal conflict in the picture book “Scaredy Squirrel” by Melanie Watt.
3. There is an interesting character in the picture book “Scaredy Squirrel” by Melanie Watt.  Character means a person in the story.  In this story, Scaredy Squirrel is nervous.  He shows this in the story when it talks about his emergency kit.  In his emergency kit, there are things to protect him against little things that he shouldn’t have to worry about, such as Martians.  On page 205, it states “With his emergency kit in hand, Scaredy Squirrel watches.”  This shows that Scaredy Squirrel is so scared that he keeps his emergency kit with him.  This is the character of Scaredy Squirrel in the picture book “Scaredy Squirrel” by Melaine Watt. 
You Are in Bear Country p. 225

2.
There is an interesting character in the true story “You Are in Bear Country” by Patricia Van Tighem.  Character is a person in the story.   One trait to describe Patricia is strong.  She is strong because even though she was in a very scary situation, she was able to climb the tree to try and escape the bear, and was able to keep thinking when the bear was chewing on her head.  This shows that she was being strong in a very terrifying situation.  ON page 226, it states “Grizzlies can’t climb trees.  Nor can I!  I have to.”   This shows how even though she was afraid, she did what she had to do to stay alive.  That is the character of Patricia in the true story “You Are In Bear Country” by Patricia Van Tighem.  
4.
In the true story “You Are in Bear Country” by Patricia Van Tighem, there is suspense.  Suspense is when the author creates questions to make the reader wonder what is going to happen next.  My first example of suspense is when the bear attacks Trevor.  This makes the reader wonder if the bear is going to attack Patricia.  Another example is when Patricia climbs the tree.  The reader wonders what the bear will do next.   A third example is when the bear attacks Patricia and starts chewing on her head.   The reader is wondering if she will survive the attack. On page 226, the author writes “A grizzly is chewing on my head.”  This shows that the bear is attacking Patricia and the reader wonders if she can survive.  These are examples of suspense in the true story “You Are In Bear Country” by Patricia Van Tighem.
“Fire and Death” pg. 221 
4. I can make a text-to-text connection to the true story “Fire and Death” by Yvonne Galitis.  A text to text connection is a relation between two texts.   I can connect to this text using the story “You Are in Bear Country”.   In the story, there is also a couple, Patricia and Trevor, who are also in the woods.  They are on a hike when they encounter a bear.  Patricia has to try to survive against a bear attack by climbing a tree and also trying to play dead.  In “Fire and Death”, there is a couple, Lydia and Jean-Jacques, who are in the woods studying caribou.  They are at their camp when they become aware of a fire that they must escape.  Lydia has to try to escape the fire, then cross the tundra to safety.   These two stories are similar because they both deal with a couple in the woods, who go through a life and death experience.  On page 222, it states “The entire island was on fire!”  This shows the extreme event in the story that is making the characters so afraid, much like the bear in “You Are In Bear Country”.  This is my text-to-text connection to the true story “Fire and Death” by Yvonne Galitis.
